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Only three traffickers were convicted in Ma-

laysia last year. Three-in a country of more 
than 30 million people. 

If that ratio were not bad enough, it also 
marks the third year of decline in convictions. 
Three convictions is one-third of the convic-
tions Malaysia had in 2013—when Malaysia 
was Tier 3—and one-seventh of the convic-
tions in 2012. 

Trafficking in Malaysia is getting worse and 
the Government’s enforcement of the law was 
nearly non-existent, and yet Malaysia was up-
graded. 

So what happened? 
What happened is that this Administration 

wanted Malaysia to be eligible to join the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership. This spring, Con-
gress approved the Trade Priorities Act of 
2015, excluding Tier 3 countries from expe-
dited consideration by Congress, for the sim-
ple reason that Congress did not want to in-
crease trade with countries that engage in per-
sistent labor trafficking. 

Malaysia was disqualified—until their up-
grade. 

More than ‘‘bad optics,’’ more than flouting 
the will of Congress, such circumventing of ac-
countability is disastrous for the labor traf-
ficking victims in Malaysia. 

Instead of demanding change before Malay-
sia became a major trading partner, the Ad-
ministration changed our standards to give 
Malaysia a pass. In other words, we looked 
the other way to empower a slave economy. 

The Administration also upgraded Cuba this 
year to the Tier 2 Watch List on flimsy jus-
tifications—namely, that Cuba began sharing 
information with the U.S. on trafficking and 
that it convicted 13 traffickers two years ago 
(which is outside the reporting period). 

But what has changed in Cuba for trafficking 
victims in the last year? 

Cuba legally permits the pimping of 16 year 
old girls, is the top destination in the Western 
Hemisphere for child sex tourism, and does 
not criminalize labor trafficking at all—indeed, 
Cuban health care personnel who are sent 
abroad by the Castro regime to generate in-
come for the government report being forced 
to work in medical missions, having their pass-
ports withheld and their families threatened. 

The trafficking rankings should not be used 
in hopes of bringing about better bilateral rela-
tions with Cuba; rather, better relations with 
Cuba should be pre-conditioned on real pro-
tection for Cuba’s prostituted children and rec-
ognition of labor trafficking. 

The bar also seemed to be lowered this 
year for Uzbekistan, which was upgraded to 
the Tier 2 Watch List despite the fact that 
Uzbekistan’s Government openly and 
unapologetically forces its population into 
forced labor every year during the cotton har-
vest. 

In recent years, the government has shifted 
away from pulling young children out of school 
and allowed the International Labor Organiza-
tion to monitor conditions. But instead of chil-
dren they conscripted adults, continuing the 
systematic exploitation of its population. 

China’s premature upgrade to Tier 2 Watch 
List in 2014 and continued presence there in 
the 2015 report also raises the question—How 
can a country that systematically traffics its 
own people be anything other than Tier 3? 

After one year on Tier 3 in 2013, China 
passed a law to allegedly close its 320 Re- 
education Through Labor (or RTL) detention 

centers, which forced prisoners and other de-
tainees to perform manual labor and padded 
the pockets of the government. 

The State Department upgraded China be-
cause of the ‘‘reform’’ in 2014. But now we 
know from the report itself that the govern-
ment only closed ‘‘several’’ of the 320 forced 
labor sites, and converted other RTL facilities 
into state-sponsored drug detention or ‘cus-
tody and education’ centers. 

In other words, China continues to force de-
tained citizens to perform manual labor—and 
yet it got to keep the Tier upgrade it was given 
for allegedly ending this practice. 

Additionally, China’s official birth limitation 
policy, in combination with a cultural pref-
erence for boys, has resulted in approximately 
40 million women and girls missing from the 
population—making China a regional magnet 
for sex and bride trafficking as men who reach 
marrying age cannot find a mate. 

Just ask the Burmese, Cambodian, Viet-
namese, Laotian, and North Korean women 
imported to meet China’s demand. 

To wit, an estimated 90 percent of North 
Korean women seeking asylum in China have 
been trafficked. Yet China refuses these 
women refugee status and sends them back 
to possible execution in North Korea. 

Nothing in China’s record in 2014 warrants 
any ranking other than Tier 3. 

Consider this: China convicted 35 traffickers 
last year in a country of 1.3 billion people. 
That is one trafficker out of every 37 million 
people. 

I wrote the TVPA to allow flexibility and dis-
cernment in rewarding a country for making 
progress over their record from the year be-
fore. And for significant—not just any—efforts 
that go to prosecutions, protection, and pre-
vention. 

Tier rankings are a tool to aid real change, 
not a rubber stamp for simply holding a meet-
ing and being a major trading partner. 

The rankings in this 2015 report seem to be 
a real opportunity lost, not just for the coun-
tries we gave a pass to but other countries 
whose good faith efforts at reform were not 
acknowledged. 

No country will take U.S. trafficking rankings 
seriously when there seems to be a ‘wink and 
nod’ agreement to look the other way when it 
suits U.S. business or other interests. 

Tellingly, Reuters reports that there was a 
lot of infighting at the State Department be-
tween the trafficking experts, and the bureaus. 
This year the two sides split on 17 countries 
in particular—and that J/TIP lost almost all of 
the conflicts. 

Real people are suffering. Real lives are at 
stake. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF BROTHER 
HERBERT HAROLD SIMPSON 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Brother Herbert Harold 
‘‘Briefcase’’ Simpson, exemplary Christian 
Brother and prominent professional baseball 
player in the Negro League. Brother Simpson 
passed away on January 7, 2015, at the age 
of 94. 

Brother Simpson was born August 29, 1920 
in Algiers, Louisiana. In his early years, Broth-
er Simpson attended New Orleans public city 
schools where he played semi-pro baseball 
with the Algiers Giants while still in high 
school. After graduating from high school, he 
enlisted in the military and served in the 
United States Army. 

During World War II, Brother Simpson 
served in General Patton’s Third Army Red 
Ball Express. He was also the only African- 
American player on a baseball team that 
played in the Battle League. 

After his honorary discharge, Brother Simp-
son played professional baseball in the Negro 
League for the next decade. Earning the nick-
name, ‘‘Briefcase,’’ he was selected to play in 
Hawaii as a member of the all-star team called 
the All Star Cincinnati Crescents. Brother 
Simpson displayed great courage and perse-
verance when he integrated two minor league 
teams, the Seattle Steelheads and the Albu-
querque Dukes. 

Brother Simpson returned to his hometown 
where he played semi-pro baseball with the 
New Orleans Creoles while working for the 
New Orleans Parish School Board for 20 
years and the State of Louisiana for ten years. 
Brother Simpson later became Deacon of the 
First Free Mission Baptist Church of Algiers. 
Brother Simpson’s dedication to community 
extended beyond his Deacon duties. He was 
a member of Pride of Algiers Lodge #102 Free 
and Accepted Mason, Prince Hall Affiliation 
where recently Brother Simpson was honored 
as the society’s oldest member. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Brother Herbert Harold Simpson, a soft-spo-
ken man remembered for his faith and humil-
ity, and for his dedication to life-long civic and 
community service. His service and profes-
sional athletic achievements contribute signifi-
cantly to our city’s rich history. 

f 

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE GREATER 
WILKES-BARRE ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to help commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Greater Wilkes-Barre 
Association of Realtors. The association and 
its members have played a crucial role in 
helping my constituents realize the American 
dream of home ownership. 

Since 1915, the association has been able 
to support the interests of local realtors in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania. The organization 
has enjoyed a distinguished history of real es-
tate brokerages that have grown from sole 
proprietorships to multiple offices over the 
course of the past century—a notable feat. 
The senses of entrepreneurship and dreams 
shared by all of its realtors have perpetuated 
a long list of members and have survived to 
the present day. They truly embody the spirit 
of American entrepreneurialism, and I am 
thankful for the services that they provide my 
constituents on a daily basis. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize 
the Greater Wilkes-Barre Association of Real-
tors as it celebrates its 100th anniversary, and 
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I look forward to the group’s continued suc-
cess for years to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE COLLINSVILLE 
MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Collinsville Memorial Public 
Library on their 100th anniversary of service to 
our community. 

On October 15th, 1915, Mrs. John Bruso, 
the president of the Collinsville Study Club, 
now the Women’s Club, tasked Mrs. Charles 
Holding, Mrs. Charles Listeman, and Mrs. AC 
Powel with establishing a Library for the city of 
Collinsville. Less than a year later, the library 
opened on the second floor of city hall. One 
hundred and twenty-one volumes were do-
nated for public use. 

Since opening, the library has seen many 
moves and structural modifications, as well as 
the addition of the Collinsville Historical Mu-
seum. I am proud to say the library also 
serves as a memorial. On November 30th, 
1938, a tablet was dedicated to fifteen Ameri-
cans who heroically gave their lives in World 
War I, and exactly ten years later another tab-
let was dedicated to fifty soldiers who de-
fended our freedom in World War II. 

I am proud of the history the Collinsville Me-
morial Public Library has in our community, 
and I’m excited to see what it will bring to our 
future generations. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE UKRAINIAN 
FAMINE-GENOCIDE OF 1932–1933 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, as we near the anniversary of 
the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932–1933, 
I would like to extend my deepest sympathies 
to the victims, survivors and families of this 
tragedy. 

During this time, nearly 10 million Ukrain-
ians were killed under the direction of Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin who ordered the bor-
ders of Ukraine sealed to prevent anyone from 
escaping the man-made starvation and pre-
vent any international food aid from entering. 

Grain harvests were deliberately confiscated 
so millions of innocent men, women and chil-
dren starved all to destroy the nationally con-
scious movement for independence. 

In 1985, the United States Commission on 
the Ukraine Famine formed to expand the 
world’s knowledge and understanding of the 
events of this genocide of 1932–1933. They 
found that the victims were ‘‘starved to death 
in a man-made famine’’ and that ‘‘Joseph Sta-
lin and those around him committed genocide 
against Ukrainians in 1932–1933″. 

And so, today I stand here in solidarity with 
the Ukrainian people, to remember the suf-
fering experienced under Stalin. I am a proud 
representative of Pennsylvania’s 13th District 

where I have many Ukrainian constituents 
whom I would like to specifically acknowledge. 

I commend the Congress when in 2006 leg-
islation was enacted to authorize the construc-
tion of a memorial in the District of Columbia 
to honor the victims of the Ukrainian Famine- 
Genocide. Today, we can see the culmination 
of this effort with a meaningful memorial by 
Union Station that I visited earlier today. 

Unfortunately, today many people have 
never heard of Holodomor, despite the 10 mil-
lion that perished. I call for more efforts to be 
made like that of the Commission to educate 
the public on this issue, so everyone under-
stands the events of this genocide. We must 
learn our history so we do not repeat the mis-
takes of our past. We must ensure this never 
happens again—especially at a time where 
Russia continues to show aggression in 
Ukraine. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
WHITE HOUSE INITIATIVE ON 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
HISPANICS 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 25th Anniversary of the White 
House Initiative on Educational Excellence for 
Hispanics. This initiative has focused on im-
proving and expanding the educational out-
comes of Latino students throughout our coun-
try. 

Across our country approximately one in 
four students in our public schools is Latino. 
Ensuring every child has the opportunity to 
succeed is our moral obligation and imperative 
to the success of our country. I commend the 
White House Initiative on Educational Excel-
lence for Hispanics and all the outstanding or-
ganizations selected as Bright Spots for their 
unwavering commitment to the academic suc-
cess Latino children throughout our country. 

I wish to especially congratulate Yuma 
Union High School District’s Ready Now Yuma 
initiative in my congressional district for being 
selected as a Bright Spot. Ready Now Yuma’s 
commitment to our youth is imperative in en-
suring that every child is prepared for success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to indi-
cate that I inadvertently voted ‘‘Yea’’ on Roll 
Call 606. I intended to vote ‘‘Nay.’’ 

RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GUILLAIN-BARRÉ 
SYNDROME/CHRONIC INFLAM-
MATORY DEMYELINATING 
POLYNEUROPATHY FOUNDATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the Guillain-Barré/Chronic Inflammatory 
Demyelinating Polyneuropathy Foundation 
International’s thirty-fifth anniversary. For more 
than three decades, the GBS/CIDP Founda-
tion has done more than advocate for effective 
treatment; it has provided hope and resources 
to those who suffer from these disorders. The 
Foundation’s staff and volunteers help those 
with GBS and CIDP recognize that they are 
not alone—and that they have powerful allies 
in their corner. 

Last night, I had the privilege of serving as 
master of ceremonies for the Foundation’s an-
niversary gala, at which my friend and col-
league, Representative JOHN GARAMENDI of 
California was honored as ‘‘Legislator of the 
Year.’’ JOHN’s two daughters, Christina and 
Elizabeth, experienced GBS, and he is not 
only a great leader on this issue but also a 
steadfast advocate for access to quality, af-
fordable health care for all who need it. 

Many of those who suffer from GBS and 
CIDP find themselves experiencing a physical 
disability, which can have a profound effect on 
their quality of life and, potentially, their ability 
to work. One of the proudest moments of my 
career in public service was leading the effort 
in the House to pass the bipartisan Americans 
with Disabilities Act in 1990, ensuring that 
every American with a differing ability can 
have his or her equal rights, equal access, 
and equal dignity recognized and respected. 

This year we’re celebrating the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of that landmark legislation, which 
did more than change the way we construct 
buildings or crosswalks—it changed attitudes. 
Changing attitudes about what GBS and CIDP 
means for those experiencing it and why we 
must work together to find new treatments and 
a cure has been the great work of this Foun-
dation. 

I am proud to have been a part of last 
night’s event, and I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the GBS/CIDP Founda-
tion International on this milestone anniver-
sary. I want to thank organizers Ralph Neas 
and Katherine Beh Neas, both for their friend-
ship over the years and for their untiring ef-
forts to raise awareness, provide resources, 
and support research to benefit those suffering 
from GBS/CIDP. I look forward to continuing 
my support for their important and impactful 
work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STRATEGIC STAFF-
ING SOLUTIONS AND PRESIDENT 
AND CEO CINDY PASKY ON 
THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Strategic Staffing Solutions and 
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